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With the start of the new school year, we
announced our brand new makerspace
room at the Jr.-Sr. High School. Faculty,
staff and students alike have been busy
creating the room and installing the
technology that will be used in the space.
While students, staff and faculty are all
very excited about this addition to our
curriculum, many parents may be asking
“what is a makerspace, and what is it used
for?”

In short, a makerspace is a room
dedicated to creative collaboration on
projects involving such 21st century
innovations as 3D printing, drone
technology, coding, computer modeling,
laser cutting, robotics, and much more.
The room also features a green screen
that students can use for videography
projects, and a chalkboard wall for
collaborative brainstorming.

While teachers supervise students in their
use of the room, there is no traditional
curriculum or class structure. Instead,
students are given a challenge and
encouraged to work at their own pace, on
their own or in collaborative groups, to
solve it. They are able to experiment
freely, learn from their mistakes, and gain
confidence and skills that will propel them
into the next century. Indeed, a
makerspace is more than the actual space
itself, but rather a mindset of using
technology to create innovative solutions
to today’s problems.
Our students have been experimenting
with creating a working robot (similar to
those you may have seen on the TV show
BattleBots), using 3D printers to
formulate objects, and computer
programming and coding. Some students
are even learning about weather patterns
and creating their own weather balloons!
See more pictures on our Facebook and
Twitter pages, and look for an
announcement of our Grand Opening in the
very near future.
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District News

From the Desk of the Superintendent
On December 11, 2018, North Collins Central School District residents will have an opportunity to
vote on a Capital Improvement Project Proposition that is designed to address district needs in
the areas of building repairs, heating, instruction and safety.
The plan was developed by following a long range plan that included the participation of
professional architects, building administrators and staff. The final project list was created by
considering the current condition of items and what would happen if an item were not replaced
in the proposition. The result of the review included highest priority infrastructure items and a
blended list of school building enhancements to support each school’s educational programs.

Scott Taylor

Superintendent of Schools

The Proposed Capital Project uses New York State Building Aid. These State revenue sources are
specifically earmarked for capital projects. The local share comes from the North Collins CSD
Capital Reserve Fund, which is a fund designated for Capital Projects. Using this fund keeps the
local tax impact at 0%.
The North Collins financial strategy for this capital project includes the use of capital reserves
and state aid revenues to offset principal and interest payments for the life of the new
debt. This results in NO taxpayer impact for the cost of the project.

On December 11,
residents will have an
opportunity to vote on
a Capital Improvement
Project. Through the
combined use of capital
reserves and state aid,
the taxpayer impact for
this project is zero.

Capital Reserves
The district has increased the capital reserve over the past several years to its present level of
about $2,500,000. That amount will be used for the capital project to lower the amount to be
borrowed and thus, lower the associated interest costs.

State Aid
The state reimburses districts to maintain their buildings. The economies of scale and
efficiencies secured during capital projects helps to safeguard the financial stability of school
districts and the integrity of the educational program. The rate at which the state reimburses
varies from district to district. North Collins is currently reimbursed at 81.5% of aid-eligible
portions of voter approved capital projects. It is estimated that about 95% of the project is
eligible for state aid, and of that 95%, the district would receive aid for 81.5% of those costs.
The aid would result in just over $11,400,000 coming to the district to cover the portion of
Interest and Principal payments not covered by the use of capital reserve funds.
Please visit our website if you would like additional information on the Capital Improvement
Project or please attend the Community Forum held on November 27 at 5:30 pm in the
auditorium at the Jr.-Sr. High School to discuss it. On behalf of the Board of Education, the
faculty and staff, the administrative team, and most importantly, the students ... thank you for
your continued support.
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School Board Recognition Week
New York State's School Board Recognition
week was declared by Governor Cuomo
October 22-26. It is an opportunity to raise
community awareness and understanding
about the crucial role school board
members have within a school district. To
celebrate the work of our North Collins
Board of Education, Student Government's
President, Madison Turnbull, and Vice
President, Morgan Smith, presented each
Board Member with their choice of North
Collins gear provided by the new North
Collins Entrepreneurship Club at their
monthly meeting in October. Thank you to all
members of the Board for the hard work
they put in year round to maximize
opportunity for our student body!

Absentee Ballot Notice
Applications for absentee ballots for the Capital Improvements Project
vote may be obtained at the office of the District Clerk between the hours
of 8:00 am and 3:30 pm, prevailing time, except Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays, starting November 12, 2018. Completed applications must be
received by the District Clerk at least seven days before the Special
Meeting and Vote, if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, or on the day
before the Special Meeting and Vote, if the ballot is to be issued personally
to the voter. No absentee ballot will be canvassed unless it is received
prior to 5:00 pm, prevailing time, on December 11, 2018, in the office of the
District Clerk, 2045 School Street, North Collins, New York.
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Capital
Improvement
Project Vote
Tuesday, December 11
12—9 pm in the HS Gym
Please vote!

Pie Bake Sale

Apple Squares

Pumpkin Pie

Apple Pie

$1.00/square

$13 each

$13 each

We’ve got the Thanksgiving baking covered! Just purchase one of our delicious desserts and sit back
and enjoy the compliments — no one will know you didn’t spend all day in the kitchen!
All proceeds benefit Advanced Foods projects and educational field trips. Checks should be made out to
Food on the Go. Please place your orders and have all money in by November 12. You may email your
order to Mrs. McCabe, and send payment to North Collins Jr. Sr. High School, 2045 School Street,
North Collins, NY 14111.
You can pick your order up in room 104 on November 20 between 2:30 to 3:00 pm. Thank you for your
support!
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High School News
A Word from the High School Principal
Welcome to November, ending what has been one of the most miserable and wet Octobers I can
remember. By the time you read this article, we will be close to completing our first quarter of the
school year. The end of each marking period is a time for celebrating accomplishments for many of
our students. But for some, the thought of the mailman delivering a progress report to the house
inspires fear and anxiety. Our teachers, counselors and professionals do a wonderful job identifying
students that need a little extra help to improve their level of achievement. However, if you feel that
your son or daughter is in need of some extra help in a subject or two, please don’t hesitate to
contact us.

Brandon F. Wojcik

Jr. Sr. High School Principal

The end of each
marking period is a time
for celebrating
accomplishments for
many of our students.
Students that need extra
help are encouraged to
take advantage of the
many resources
available in order to
prevent falling behind.

We have plenty of resources at our disposal for both long-term and short-term interventions. Some
of these remediations come in the form of organizational skills with counselors, AIS or extra help
after school. We are making a conscious effort to more frequently utilize our 10th period this year.
You may hear your child tell you that a teacher is asking them to stay after school for that period,
which runs from 2:27 to 2:59 pm, in order to get some extra help or make up work from an absence.
Rest assured it is not disciplinary in nature, but simply another mechanism to keep our students from
falling behind. Every student is also afforded the opportunity to take the 3 o’clock bus home.
October has also been an extremely successful and exciting month here at NCJSHS athletically, and
we are hoping to continue that tradition into November. We are seeing hard work and dedication
paying off for many of our athletic teams. Both girls and boys Varsity Soccer Teams have won
another blue patch and our girls Varsity Volleyball Team will be competing for theirs on November 5.
We wish them all the best of luck!
Like it or not, the winter weather will soon be here and ready to throw us a curve ball or two. Our
Superintendent had sent out a test of our notification system back on October 3. If you did not
receive his test message, please contact the school to make sure your information is correct so you
don’t miss important weather and school-related announcements.
As always, I encourage you to give feedback on our school. I want to know what we can do better and
your input is important to us. You can call me at school at 337-0101 or email me at
bwojcik@northcollinscsd.org. I appreciate your support and look forward to the bright future of North
Collins Junior-Senior High School.

Annual Fire Inspection Notice
Notice is hereby given that the Annual Fire Inspection for the North Collins Jr.-Sr. High School, North Collins Elementary School, Bus Building, and
Elementary Store Shed of the NORTH COLLINS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT for fire hazards that might endanger the lives of students, teachers, and
employees therein, has been completed and the report thereof is available at the District Office located at North Collins Jr.-Sr. High School at 2045
School Street, North Collins, New York for inspection by all interested persons. The Annual Fire Inspection was competed on July 24, 2018.
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SADD Club Sponsors Red Ribbon Week
North Collins High School joined communities across the
nation in observance of Red Ribbon Week. Red Ribbon week is
part of a national anti-drug campaign that promotes drug
prevention and awareness. The observance kicked off on
Monday October 22 and ran through October 26.
This year, the national theme for Red Ribbon Week was “Life
Is Your Journey, Travel Drug Free.” SADD Club officers
attended a Leadership Summit to work with other teens from
the Southtowns on ways to educate their peers on the
dangers of using drugs and alcohol. Throughout the week,
North Collins SADD Club members teamed up to organize a
variety of events and activities throughout the school day. Some of these activities included
placing Red Ribbons on the trees outside the school, signing a pledge to be drug and alcohol free
that is displayed in our school hallway as a reminder, and “What’s Your Thing?” where students
were asked to think about their future and dress for success in their future career clothing.
As a club, the message we try to convey all year, not just during Red Ribbon week, is how making
good choices can lead to a life full of success. As individuals we need to learn how to take
responsibility for our actions and make choices that lead to positive outcomes.
The five main points we as a club believe in are:






Remain Drug-Free | Clean Body, Mind & Lungs
Live Your Dreams | Never Quit
Be Motivated | Determination
Respect Others | Anti-Bullying
Stay In School | Graduate

Snowed In for Charity

Students in grades 7-12 are eligible to participate in
our Student Government Lock In for charity. On
Friday, November 30, from 9 pm to 6 am, students
will be locked in the building overnight in order to
raise funds for Roswell Park! Donations are
accepted from members of the community as well;
just stop in the Main Office to drop it off! Students
will enjoy plenty of fun activities, movies and food
while raising money for a good cause. If you are
interested in participating in this event, please see
Mr. Steger in room 202.
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The Exchange Rate
Last month, we introduced you to Dominik, one of our foreign
exchange students from Germany. This month, let’s get to know
another student! Clara Worm also hails from Germany, more
specifically near Cologne, where she lives with her mom, dad, and
younger sister. During her year in North Collins, she is residing with
Choral Director Mrs. Jill Finkley. Let’s get to know Clara a little
better!
WHY DID YOU WANT TO BECOME AN EXCHANGE STUDENT?
I always liked to speak English, and wanted to improve it. I was also
fascinated by the high school spirit displayed when it comes to
sports, and how everyone stays together. Moreover, you can select
the subjects you really want to do and the offering is so much
bigger. Plus, I wanted to be part of an American family and learn
about everyday life as an American. Finally, since I wanted to travel
on my own, I hoped to establish connections all over the world and
have a second home somewhere else!
WHAT DIFFERENCES AND SIMILARITIES HAVE YOU FOUND IN
AMERICAN VS. GERMAN CULTURE?
In America, students really seem to enjoy going to school and being
a part of it all. There are more sports available in school as well. I’ve
also found differences in the size and unhealthiness of the food and
drinks here, along with clothing sizes. Similarities to German culture
are the academics, society and small talk wherever you go.

HOW DID YOU VIEW
AMERICANS BEFORE
YOU ARRIVED? HAS
THAT OPINION
CHANGED?
Some say that Americans
are arrogant, but I
believe they just stand up
for what they love. Even
though Americans
sometimes abuse food,
many of them are also
much more into sports. I
expected people to be really polite and kind, often using “thank you”
and “sorry”, and I’ve found that to be true!
OTHER THAN YOUR FAMILY, WHAT DO YOU MISS MOST ABOUT
GERMANY?
I miss public transportation, bread, and vegan food supplies!
WHAT IS ONE THING YOU WANT AMERICANS TO KNOW ABOUT
YOUR COUNTRY?
In Germany, we always say “Deutschland” instead of Germany. We
are “Deutsch”, not German, and we speak “Deutsch” instead of
German.

WHAT’S BEEN YOUR BEST EXPERIENCE THUS FAR IN AMERICA?
Thank you very much, Clara! We are all so happy that you are
My best experience has been at my favorite place (thus far),
spending the year with us. You’ve made an excellent addition to our
sundown at Lake Erie. I’ve also had some awesome chats and fun bus school, and we hope you enjoy your time in North Collins!
rides with my soccer team, and midnight movies and rides with my
new American friends.

Eagle Vision Goes Live!
The North Collins Morning News Show, Eagle Vision-NCTV, is on YouTube live! Every weekday except Wednesday, anyone can view the day's
live morning announcements on the North Collins YouTube page! Stay up to date with the school's daily news and current events. Click on
the YouTube link on our website, or simply go to YouTube and search "North Collins Morning News." The show starts at 8:26 am; when you
get to the page, click the video with the red "LIVE" on it. If you miss it, no problem - you can watch the recording! While you're there, be
sure to subscribe to our channel and give us a like!
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SOPHOMORES! Interested in Career Training?
Carrier and Ormsby Vocational Centers will be at North Collins Jr. Sr. High School to present information on all of the
programs available at their sites on Monday, November 19 during 9th period. Interested sophomores should plan to
attend to learn more about classes offered in such career-driven fields as culinary arts, diesel mechanics,
conservation, auto body repair, sports conditioning, cosmetology, criminal justice and more! If you or your sophomore
student would like to attend one of these vocational centers in their Junior year, please plan to attend this presentation
to learn more information.

Life After High School

Kindness Corner

Whether your destination is college, the military, or a career, now is
the time to finalize plans and meet deadlines to make the transitions
easier. Last month, all parents of seniors in the district should have
received a packet from the Guidance Office filled with information that
is indispensable as seniors begin to map out their futures. Included are
checklists for application to two and four-year colleges, information on
paying for education, terms you need to know, and SAT/ACT
registration dates and test prep information. In addition, the FAFSA
(federal application for student aid) opened on October 1, 2018, and
parents are strongly encouraged to submit their information as soon
as possible in order to secure aid for their child attending college next
fall. This information will be available on our website at
www.northcollins.com > departments > guidance. In addition,
scholarships will be posted online as they become available as well .
Please feel free to request additional
information or assistance from the
Guidance Office by contacting us at
337-0101, ext. 1310. We are here to help!

In our busy lives, it can be easy to overlook those
among us who complete the unseen tasks that
keep us safe, happy or organized. On the first day
of school in September, Coda and Elisia Sager
made sure to thank one of these unsung heroes.
They welcomed their hallway cleaner back to work
with a welcome back sign on her closet door and
many hugs when she returned! This small act of
kindness is exactly the thing we like to spotlight in
hopes to inspire others to do the same for
someone in our community. If you know of
someone who has performed a small act of
kindness for another, please share at
ggawlak@northcollinscsd.org.
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Remember, kindness counts!

BE
KIND

Disney Educational Trip
A group of 20 North Collins High School students embarked on the biennial trip to Walt
Disney World in Orlando, Florida. Chaperones Mrs. Tracy Robillard and Mr. Bob English have
been taking students for over ten years to participate in Disney's Youth Education
Series. The Y.E.S. provides the opportunity to not only have fun while in the theme parks,
but make it an educational experience at the same time!
While in Disney World the students not only visited all four theme parks, they also
participated in two educational workshops. The first workshop they attended was
the Evolution of Technology at Disney's EPCOT Center. In this workshop,
students learned how society influences changes in technology, the role of mathematics
in the development of technology and the ways in which social and economic forces
influence which technologies are developed and used. The students also attended a
workshop in Disney's Animal Kingdom. In this workshop, Exploring Careers in the Zoological
Sciences, the students learned about the challenges impacting the natural world, the
methods on how to enhance the quality of life for animals in human care and finally were
inspired to protect and preserve wildlife and wild places!
This year's trip was an enjoyable and memorable experience for everyone!
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Wellness: The Great American Smokeout
November is Lung Cancer Awareness Month, with the Great American Smokeout occuring on November 15.
According to the American Cancer Society, in the United States, lung cancer is the second most common cancer in
both men and women. It’s also the leading cause of death from cancer. Of the three main types of lung cancer, nonsmall cell carcinoma is the most common type which occurs in approximately 80-85% of the cases. One of the
obvious causes of lung cancer is smoking, but you can still
get lung cancer even if you have never smoked. Some other
causes are exposure to radon, asbestos and secondhand
smoke. For those that do not have any of these factors,
genetics could also play a significant role. When lung cancer
is detected early, the chances of recovery are much
greater. Unfortunately, often times people do not
experience any signs or symptoms until it has already
spread.
The most common symptoms of lung cancer are:


A cough that does not go away or gets worse



Coughing up blood or rust-colored sputum (spit or phlegm)



Chest pain that is often worse with deep breathing, coughing, or laughing



Hoarseness



Weight loss and loss of appetite



Shortness of breath



Feeling tired or weak



Infections such as bronchitis and pneumonia that won't go away or keep coming back



New onset of wheezing

Prevention is key. By quitting smoking and limiting exposure to secondhand smoke you will decrease your risk of
Lung Cancer. The Great American Smokeout on November 15 provides those who may be thinking about quitting a
date to start or make a quit plan. Even though quitting is not easy, the American Cancer Society can help. By
visiting cancer.org/smokeout or calling 1-800-227-2345 support is there 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Don’t be
fooled into believing the myth that vaping is safer; the inhaled chemicals in vaping are equally as toxic as those in
tobacco products and may also lead to lung cancer.
Source: American Cancer Society www.cancer.org
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Music Notes
Talented Musicians Honored
Congratulations to Sophia Vanstrom and Gabrielle Penkaty-Bucci for their
selection for Area All-State Chorus! Both girls were selected based on their
scores at Solofest last Spring. Area All-State Chorus consists of the best
singers from Erie, Niagara, Cattaraugus and Chautauqua Counties and is the
equivalent of a sports team making the sectionals. They will rehearse and
perform during a concert at Akron High School in November. Way to go, ladies!
In addition, Seniors Anna Fera and Owen Yoder will be representing North
Collins at the Senior High Area All-State music festival to be held at SUNY
Fredonia the third weekend in November. Anna will be singing in the Treble
Choir while Owen will be singing in the Mixed Choir. Congratulations to both of
these fine musicians!
Owen was also accepted into the 2018 All-State Chorus! He was selected as one
of the best vocalists in our state through his audition at the NYSSMA solo
festival held in the spring. Owen is a senior and has previously been a
participant in the Erie County All County chorus and the Area All-State chorus.
Congratulations Owen!

Thanks to everyone for their support of our recent
citrus, sub, and mattress sales! Every purchase
helps us preserve music programs in our schools!

Please join us on Thursday, December 6 at 7 pm in the
High School Auditorium for our annual Holiday Concert
featuring both the band and chorus at every level!
Refreshments, courtesy of the North Collins Music Boosters,
will be served after the concert in the cafeteria. We hope to
see you all there! (Snowdate: Monday, December 10)

Poinsettia Sale
The Music Boosters will be selling these beautiful holiday plants for $8 this year from
November 19-December 1. These 61/2-inch pots come in three varieties: traditional red, white
and jingle bell, which is a red speckled with white. Each full, nursery-grown plant will arrive in
time for holiday gift-giving, or decorating your home — they also make great gifts!
Please contact a member of the band or chorus, or Mrs. Davis or Mrs. Finkley to place your
order. Plants will be used for display at the annual holiday concert on Thursday, December 6,
and will be available for pick up immediately afterward.
Thank you for your support!
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Elementary School News
A Word from the Elementary School Principal

Due to a unique calendar, we will not be holding our full-day Parent-Teacher
Conference Day in November as has traditionally been done. Without the full day on
the calendar, the Shared Decision-Making Team, comprised of parents and
teachers, has decided that two half-days would be the best way to preserve these
important meetings. As this decision was made after Open House, signing up for
conferences was not available then. We have found an electronic solution that is
quick, simple, and very effective.

John Cataldo

Elementary School Principal

North Collins Elementary School is using PTCFast.com to make our November 19
and 20 Parent-Teacher Conference sign-ups as convenient as possible. Please
enter the following web address into your browser window:
https://www.ptcfast.com/schools/NCES

By signing up
electronically for a
Parent-Teacher
Conference, we are
hoping to make the
process quick,
simple and effective.

(Works on computers, smartphones, and tablets)
If you do not have Internet access through any of the above devices, please send a
note to your child's classroom teacher with your top three requested days and
times. Your child's teacher will them communicate to you which is available.
We are hoping to continue the long tradition of incredibly well-attended parent
conferences to sustain the incredible connection between our school and your
home. We may know how to educate the children of our community, we will never
know your child as well as you do. Together, we can show them the path to success!
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Heroes Around Me
PTA Reflections Contest

For 50 years, the national PTA Reflections program has encouraged
students to explore their creativity by creating original works of art
around a given theme. In years past, we have had several contest
finalists. This year, the PTA wishes to honor and recognize the heroes
around us by calling for entries in dance choreography, film production,
literature, music, photography or visual arts. Students in grades K-6 are
encouraged to submit their original works of art to Mrs. Donna Jensen
by November 16, 2018 in order to participate. We hope you will consider
participating!

Be an Example to Others
Parents As Reading Examples is off to a great start in
Mrs. Suranyi’s Kindergarten. P.A.R.E. promotes reading, pride
and a stronger connection between home and school. We are
all so thankful for the involvement of parents!
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PTA 3D Math Night
I”Wonder” what the 3D math night was all about?
It was a “wonder”ful evening of learning through math games with students, teachers, family and friends. The games focused on the use of
day-to-day game tools that may be found at home … dominoes, decks of cards and dice. Some students even made their own creative math
games to share with others!
A great big thank you goes out to our “Wonder”ful NCPTA for supporting this event, the teachers and staff who volunteered to spend time
with our NC families sharing games, and the Dunkirk Dominoes Restaurant for donating snacks for our special Math Night!

When
One’s
kiNdness
Determines
anothEr’s
DiRection

Halloween Safety
Kindergarten had a special visitor on Wednesday, October 31.
Officer Andrew, Sophia's uncle, came to talk to us about Halloween
safety. Kindergarten was very excited to listen to the officer and
ask questions. We learned that we should always stay with an adult,
only go to houses with lights on and never eat any treats unless an
adult says it’s okay. Lastly, Officer Andrew told us to never go with
anyone we do not know.
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Elementary Phys. Ed.
We are currently in our Gymnastics unit. Students will be learning and working on their flexibility,
upper body strength, lower body strength, core strength along with their balance and coordination.
We will have two weeks of mats to work on all of those areas. Then they will complete two weeks of
apparatuses, such as a balance beam, vault, wedge, rings, climbing rope and much more.

Paul Kellner
Athletic Director
We will then be moving into our Cooperation Unit. If you have any ideas for this unit, we welcome any
and all to help contribute. Please email us at Kshelley@northcollinscsd.org or
Pkellner@northcollinscsd.org with your thoughts!

Kathryn Shelley
Phys. Ed Teacher, K-6

Elementary Health & Wellness
The health classes are off to a great start here at the elementary school. The
students have been working hard and learning all about manners along with
proper hand washing and its importance.
Here are the Health Star Students for the month of September…
Front Row: Kylie Horschel, Graham Horton, Shailyn Kaufman & Delaney Vanstrom.
Back Row: Dakota Wierzba, Scarlett Vanstrom, Sophia Colantino, Loretta Payne
and Kaitlyn Almy
Congratulations to all for being extra kind, courteous, helpful to others, and for
following the directions and rules the first time!
Stay healthy this coming flu and cold season…and don’t forget to wash those
hands often to help prevent getting sick and spreading germs.
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Niagara Falls or Bust!
North Collins Elementary was totally ROCKIN’ on Friday,
October 12! Students and teachers happily got to their feet as
they danced and sang along to the hit song, “Can’t Stop the
Feeling,” from the movie “Trolls.” Little did they know that their
joy and enthusiasm would only grow as our Accelerated
Reader assembly got underway.
Guest performer, Buffalo Music Hall of Fame musician, Kevin
McCarthy had students in a musical frenzy as he played some
of their favorite, popular songs and encouraged them to read
as much as they could on every topic that interests them. His
“I Love to Read” assembly was a perfect kick-off to the
elementary school’s AR program where students earn points
as they read books and pass quizzes.
As the show drew to a close, Mr. Scott Taylor, North Collins Superintendent, wheeled a surprise box, draped in a black cloth, to the front of
the gym. Students gasped, then cheered, when its contents were revealed ... Mr. Cataldo’s challenge, if the students meet their point goal by
June.
Hold on to your hat, or I guess it will be your helmet, Mr. Cataldo! You will need it as you ZIP LINE at Niagara Falls! KEEP READING NORTH
COLLINS!

Annual Holiday

Senior Citizens Luncheon
Thursday, December 6

12-1 pm — Elementary School Gym
Please call 337-0166, ext. 2151 by November 27 to
reserve your spot. Come help us celebrate the holidays!
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Winter Road Safety
The safety of children on the school bus depends not only on the School Bus
Driver, but others on the road as well. Here is some important information for
students, parents and motorists to remember with the up and coming winter
weather season.

Students and Parents:
1. Don’t rush to catch the bus. When roads and walkways are slippery, rushing to catch the bus or driving faster to make it to your
destination can have disastrous results! Children need extra time to get to the bus stop in cold, windy, or snowy conditions. Encouraging
them to leave a few minutes early and to take their time can reduce the number of falls on slick pavement.
2. Dress for the weather conditions. Students need to keep warm at the bus stop, but they also must still be able to see and hear what’s
going on around them. When bundling up your child in the morning, make sure he or she still has an adequate line of sight and can hear
traffic and other noises.
3. Put down the phone. As highlighted by the “Pokémon Go” craze, not looking where you are walking can be very dangerous. When walking
on snow or ice covered surfaces, watch where you are walking, take shorter, more deliberate steps, or walk like a “penguin!”
4. Get a grip. Wear footwear appropriate for conditions. Avoid footwear with no-tread soles when walking on wet surfaces, snow, or ice.
5. Take a deep breath, your patience is important! School bus drivers are well trained on driving in inclement weather; however, snow and
icy roads can slow down even the most experienced driver. Safety is every driver’s top priority. Extra time may be needed to get from stop
to stop. Your patience is a huge help!
6. The last step. The seemingly simple task of getting on and off the bus can be taken for granted. Always use the handrails. ALL of our indistrict buses have two handrails.
7. Pay attention to weather alerts and school messages. As hectic as mornings can be, parents should be aware of weather alerts and
school cancellations or delays. Bad weather also can lead to early dismissals or a change in bus routes. Make sure your school has your
contact information to receive late-breaking alerts. Remember to check media sources for up to the minute weather and closing
information.

Motorists:
1. Plan on getting up a touch early. Don’t hit the snooze button. Give yourself extra time when weather is bad. Drivers who give themselves
extra time to get to their destination help ensure a safe and appropriate speed for road conditions, and an adequate following distance.
2. Share the road with school buses. In all 50 states, it’s illegal to pass a school bus that has its red flashing lights on. It’s estimated that
70,000 drivers break this law every school day, causing close calls and injuries to children. Everyone plays a role in ensuring students get to
school safely, so use caution and maintain a safe following distance.
3. An ounce of prevention. Make sure the wiper blades, tires, battery, and defroster are in good working condition before inclement
weather hits. Keep the vehicle’s gas tank full and check window washer fluid levels. Driving is a visual task, so always be sure your windows
and mirrors are clean and clear and your visibility is good.
4. Be aware. Pedestrians are more likely to be rushing during cold temperatures and could be hidden by poor visibility or snow banks.
Remain alert for children who may be hidden or standing in or near the street at the bus stop due to mounds of plowed snow.
5. Drive for conditions. Adjust your driving behavior to the weather conditions. During winter, this often requires slowing down and
increasing your following distance. Anticipate that bridges and overpasses may be frozen, even if the rest of the roadway is not, and
minimize acceleration and hard braking.
Please contact the North Collins Central School Transportation Department with any questions at 716-337-0166, ext. 2200.
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All Ten!
This year on Halloween, the first grade students enjoyed a field
trip to the Cascade Bowling Center in Springville. While there, the
students practiced the Character Traits. By working with other
first graders, taking turns, and cheering each other on, students
demonstrated Respect, Fairness, Citizenship, and Caring.
Besides the physical activity of bowling, the students kept their
own score and practiced adding compliments of ten by noting
how many pins were knocked down on the first roll and then
again on the second. After bowling, the first graders enjoyed a
pizza lunch.
A special thank you to PTA for sponsoring our trip! Thanks also
to Mr. Gill, Mr. Logan, and Mrs. Toni Eagan (who not only drove
our bus, but stayed to help) and all the parents who helped us
bowl!

To Place Your Order Please Visit Bit.ly/ncyearbook
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Sports Schedules
Boys Varsity Basketball

Girls Varsity Basketball

NOVEMBER
29

at Brocton

NOVEMBER
6:00

at Eden
BROCTON
at Gowanda
GOWANDA
ELLICOTTVILLE
FORESTVILLE
at Pine Valley
CATT-LV
FRANKLINVILLE
at Forestville
PINE VALLEY

4
7
10
14
17
19

5:30
6:00
6:00
6:00
7:30

at Catt-LV
at Franklinville
at Ellicottville
EDEN

3
7
11
15
16
25
29

6:00
7:30
6:00
6:00

1
4
8

CATT-LV
at Forestville
PINE VALLEY
at Brocton
at Silver Creek
GOWANDA

6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00

at Catt-LV
at Franklinville
at Ellicottville

7:30
6:00
7:30

NOVEMBER

4:30
4:30
4:30
4:30
4:30

14
16
20
28
30

FEBRUARY
1
6
8
11
13
15

at Forestville
PINE VALLEY
CATT-LV
FRANKLINVILLE
BUFFALO SEMINARY
FORESTVILLE
at Pine Valley

Girls Modified Basketball

JANUARY
at Catt-LV
FORESTVILLE
at Pine Valley
SILVER CREEK
at Gowanda

6:00
5:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00

FEBRUARY

Boys Modified Basketball
16
18
23
25
30

at Silver Creek
at Global Concepts
at Buffalo Sem (Kenmore MS)
SILVER CREEK
ELLICOTTVILLE
GLOBAL CONCEPTS

JANUARY

6:00
6:00
7:30
7:30
6:00
6:00

FEBRUARY
1
4
8
11

6:00

DECEMBER

JANUARY
4
8
11
15
24
28

at Gowanda

30

DECEMBER
4
7
10
13
17

SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
ALWAYS CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR THE
LATEST INFORMATION!

at Catt-LV
FORESTVILLE
at Pine Valley
SILVER CREEK
at Gowanda

4:30
4:30
4:30
4:30
4:30

DECEMBER

4:30
4:30
4:30
4:30
4:30
4:30

3

at Brocton

4:30

4

CATT-LV

4:30

7
12
14
19

at Forestville
PINE VALLEY
at Silver Creek
GOWANDA

4:30
4:30
4:30
4;30

A winter sports informational meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 7 at 6 pm in the HS Gym.
If you intend to play this season, please plan to attend with your parent or guardian.
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Events Calendar
November

December

PLEASE NOTE: All dates are subject to
change. Please check our website or our
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest
information including times & location. You
may also contact the school your child
attends with any questions you may have.

January

1
7
8
12
13
19-20
19
21-23
27
27
30
3
3
5
6
10
11
11
11
14
21-31
3
8
14
21
22
22-25

Elementary School Spirit Day—”Animal Day” - dress in animal prints
Winter Sports Informational Meeting (parents & students), HS Gym, 6:00 pm
Veteran’s Day Concert—HS Auditorium, 7:00 pm
NO SCHOOL—Veteran’s Day Holiday
Board of Education Work Session, HS Library Media Center, 6:30 pm
Parent-Teacher Conferences (1/2 day of school for ES only on both days)
PTA Meeting, ES Cafeteria, 6:30 pm
NO SCHOOL—Thanksgiving Holiday
Board of Education Meeting, HS Library Media Center, 6:30 pm
Capital Improvement Project Community Forum, 5:30 pm, HS Aud
Student Government Lock-In (overnight)
Elementary School Spirit Day—”Mis-Match Day” (wear mismatched clothes)
SADD Club Canned Food Drive begins (thru 12/14)
Vocational Center Tours (sophomores only, by advance request only)
Senior Citizen Holiday Luncheon, ES Gym, 12 pm
PTA Meeting, ES Cafeteria, 6;30 pm
Capital Improvement Project Vote, HS Gym, 12 noon—9 pm
Board of Education Meeting, HS Library Media Center, 6:30 pm
PTA Meeting, ES Cafeteria, 6:30 pm
ES Music & Movie Night, 6 pm
NO SCHOOL—Winter Holiday Recess (school resumes Thursday, January 3)
School Resumes district wide
Board of Education Work Session, HS Library Media Center, 6:30 pm
PTA Meeting, ES Cafeteria, 6:30 pm
NO SCHOOL—Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
Board of Education Meeting, HS Library Media Center, 6:30 pm
Regents Exams (HS only) - see forthcoming exam schedule
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