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NOTICE
In compliance with Sections §1608
and §1716 of the Education Law
which states that the Statement of
Expenditures must be completed at
least 14 days prior to the Annual
Meeting, Budget Vote and Election
(May 19, 2020) you are hereby
notified that said STATEMENT OF
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review in the District Office of the
North Collins Central School
District on May 5, 2020, between
the hours of 8:00 am and 3:30 pm.
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District News

From the Desk of the Superintendent
We recently passed the half-year point of the school year and celebrated (mostly at the Elementary
School) the 100th day of school. Soon the cold and dark mornings give way to earlier sunrises and
milder temperatures. It is also a time when we begin the final stages of the 2018 voter-approved
Capital Project work.

Scott Taylor

Superintendent of Schools

As you may recall in December 2018, North Collins residents approved a Capital Project. The focus of
the Capital Project is improvements to Health/Safety, Facilities Infrastructure Improvements,
Educational Space Improvements and Site Improvements. We have since been in the Design, Submittal
and most recently the Approval phase from the New York State Education Department. The
construction will hopefully begin in late spring of 2020 (light construction), summer of 2020 (heavy
construction) and last through the spring of 2021 (light construction). The project continues to
support our mission of providing a “safe and supportive learning environment that strives to
maximize educational opportunities for all students.”
A school district’s facilities are a reflection of its educational program, protects our community’s
investment and improves the learning environment for our students; we thank you for your support.

In December 2018,
North Collins residents
approved a Capital
Project, focusing on
health/safety,
infrastructure and
educational space
improvements.
Construction will begin
in late Spring 2020.

We are also in the midst of formulating our 2020-2021 school district budget. The preliminary budget
proposal was presented at the February board meeting and we will continue to further refine the
projected expenditures and estimated revenues. Our goal is always to adopt a budget that balances
the needs of the students we serve and garners support from the community. As with all of our
decisions, we keep the District Mission Statement in mind:

The North Collins Central School District is a safe and supportive learning environment that
strives to maximize educational opportunities for all students, faculty, staff, and community
members. We nurture responsibility, creativity, energy, and open-mindedness to empower
successful contributors to a global society.
As we continue into 2020, we acknowledge the significant work accomplished by our students, faculty,
staff and BOE members, but also understand the work that lies ahead. As always feel free to stop in,
send an email staylor@northcollinscsd.org or give me a call at 337-0101 ext. 1301. Thank you again
for your support, and I hope to see you along the way.
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Budget Vote Absentee Ballots
Applications for absentee ballots are available in the District Office starting April 20, 2020, in the Jr.-Sr. High School Building, 2045
School Street, North Collins, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
There are specific reasons for the use of absentee ballots. A qualified voter in the district may use an absentee ballot for any one of the
following:
1. Patient in a hospital.
2. Unable to appear personally at the polling place due to illness or physical disability.
3. Duties, occupation, business, or studies outside of the county or city of residence.
4. Vacation outside of county or city of residence.
5. Incarceration:
• Will be detained in jail for an offense other than a felony or is awaiting trial or grand jury action.
• Will be confined in prison after conviction for an offense other than a felony.
6. Absence from the school district on the day of election by reason of accompanying or being with a spouse, child, or parent who is
an eligible district voter and is eligible for an absentee ballot due to one of the listed reasons.
Those wishing to obtain an absentee ballot because of confinement due to permanent illness or disability need only apply ONCE with the
county Board of Elections for an absentee ballot. If determined eligible, they will be mailed absentee ballots prior to future elections
without having to reapply.

How do you get an absentee ballot?
Just follow the steps below.

1. REQUEST AN APPLICATION.
Absentee ballots may be issued only if your application is on file. Write to the District Office, 2045 School Street, P.O. Box 740, North
Collins, NY 14111-0740 or call 337-0101, ext. 1301 for an application.
Requests for applications may be made no earlier than 30 days preceding the vote and not later than 7 days before the vote. For the
May 19, 2020 budget vote, requests for applications for an absentee ballot may be made up to and including May 12, 2020.

2. RETURN YOUR APPLICATION.
After filling out the application for an absentee ballot, you must return it to the District Office located in the Jr.-Sr. High School. It may be
mailed or hand-delivered, but must be received at least 7 days before the election for the ballot to be mailed to the voter.

3. FILL OUT YOUR BALLOT AND TURN IT IN.
Assuming the above instructions have been properly completed and you have qualified for an absentee ballot, you will receive a ballot in
the mail that will take the same basic form as that is used by the voting machine.
Follow the instructions on the ballot and either mail it or hand-deliver it to the District Office. However, it must be received no later than
5:00 p.m. on the day of the vote (May 19, 2020).
If you have any questions, call Kathy Mason at 337-0101, extension 1301.
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School Board Member

Experience Website
Prospective Board Member Workshop
Provided as a public service by the Erie County Association of School Boards

When?

Saturday, April 4, 2020
Registration: 8:15 - 8:30 am

Program:

Where?

8:30 am-12:00 pm

Erie 1 BOCES Education Campus
355 Harlem Rd., West Seneca
Building B, Conference Room B-1

What?

Learn the legal and human issues of school board
leadership, and the election process, from school
attorneys, hear from a superintendent about how to
make – or break – a board/superintendent relationship,
and hear current school board members who will share
what it’s like to go through a campaign and serve as a
school board member. Gather valuable information and
answers to your questions.

A light continental breakfast will be provided. To register for
this FREE workshop, please call the Erie County Association of
School Boards at 821-7297 or ssummers@e1b.org.

“Anyone ever tell you you’d make a
great school board member?”

The New York State School Boards
Association (NYSSBA) has created a website
that provides information regarding
everything on eligibility, deadlines and
starting the campaign process to basic roles
and responsibilities, training requirements,
leadership skills and more. If you are
interested in becoming a school board
member, this website can provide a valuable
resource for you.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Residents of the North Collins
Central School District

School Board Elections
Nominating petitions will be available in the
District Office beginning Thursday, March 26,
weekdays from 8 am — 3:30 pm for anyone
wishing to become a candidate for the School
Board election taking place on Tuesday,
May 19, 2020.

All petitions must be filed with the District
Clerk in the District Office no later than

MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2020
by 5:00 pm
Election will be conducted for one (1) vacant
seat:
Heather Puntillo — Five (5) Year Term
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VOTE: Tuesday, May 19, 2020

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974/Access to Student
Records/Military Recruiters’ Access to Directory Information (FERPA)
Under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA), any student 18 years or older and the parent(s) or legal guardian of
any student under 18 years of age may inspect and review any and all official records, files and data directly related to pupils. Student
records are private unless the parent or student older than 18 consents to disclosure of personally identifiable information. Parent(s) or
legal guardian and students are also entitled to an opportunity to request amendment of records believed to be inaccurate, misleading, or
otherwise in violation of the privacy or other rights of the students.
The following directory information may be released without written consent provided the student or parent does not inform the district of
their objection to such release within 30 days of the mailing of this notice: the student’s name, address, telephone listing, date and place of
birth, major field of study, grade level, participation in sports and activities, weight and height (for members of athletic teams), dates of
attendance, honors, degrees and awards, email address, photograph, and the name of educational institution previously attended.
In compliance with the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965, as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB)
and the National Defense Authorization Act, and in accordance with FERPA, the district shall comply with a request by a military recruiter
for names, addresses, and telephone listings of eligible students. Parents may notify the school in writing of their objection to release of
student directory information to the military.
Related links:

Policy 7240 – Student Records – Access and Challenge
Policy 7241 – Student Directory Information
Policy 7242 – Military Recruiters’ Access to Secondary School Students and Information on Students

Student Privacy Notice
Parents and guardians may provide written consent or opt their child out of participation in any survey that reveals information on
certain types of personal behavior or political beliefs. Parents may also exclude their child from any activities in which personal
information will be gathered from students and used for marketing purposes.

OCR NOTIFICATION

Asbestos Inspection Notice
The 6-month re-inspection of the North Collins Central
School District was performed on January 14, 2020, as
required under AHERA (Asbestos Hazard Emergency
Response Act). The triennial re-inspection was
completed by a State Department of Labor certified
asbestos inspector on December 28, 2018. The District
Management Plan is available for inspection in the
District Office, located at 2045 School Street, North
Collins, NY 14111.
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The North Collins Central School District is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. District officers and employees shall
not discriminate against any student, employee or applicant
on the basis of race, color creed, religion, national origin,
political affiliation, gender, sexual orientation, age, marital
status, veteran status, or disability in admissions,
participation or employment. Any member of the North
Collins Central School District staff or any pupil or parent
believing discrimination has occurred on the basis of the
above should address questions and complaints to: Scott J.
Taylor, Superintendent and Title IX/Section 504/ADA
Compliance Officer, P.O. Box 740, 2045 School Street, North
Collins, NY 14111 or by calling 716-337-0101, ext. 1301.

High School News
A Word from the High School Principal
What will you do when your moment comes?
As I’m sitting at a meeting at Eden High School last Wednesday, my Superintendent, Mr. Taylor
receives a phone call and steps out of the room. When he returns, he says something no school
administrator ever wants to hear: “There has been a bus accident!” He has no other information and
promptly excuses himself from the meeting to rush to the scene. Moments later he calls me from the
road and tells me that one of my students is involved, but has no serious injuries. As I’m en route to
the scene, so many things are going through my head and I do my best not to imagine the worst.

Brandon F. Wojcik

Jr. Sr. High School Principal

I have had a week now
to reflect on the bus
accident and find
myself wondering
what I would have
done in that moment?
Would I have acted
with such intention
and purpose? What
will YOU do when your
moment comes?

I arrived to the most horrific scene I can imagine, a school bus on its side surrounded by firemen,
police and EMS workers. There were two ambulances and two fire trucks, multiple police agencies, all
doing their part to take care of those involved in the accident. I was relieved when one of the EMS
workers confirmed that there were no major injuries and directed me to the ambulance where my
student was being evaluated. As I was about to enter, a State Trooper stopped me and said “I think
you should know, your boy in there is a hero.” I paused for a moment and then went in to see Zeke to
see for myself that he was okay.
I started with the obvious: “Are you okay?” and “what happened?” When I asked him what happened
after the bus came to a stop on its side, he simply said he was just trying to help. Even in my
conversation with him the next day, he wasn’t really able to shed any light on the Trooper’s statement
about his heroism. It wasn’t until the investigation began to unfold that I truly understood that Zeke
was exactly as the Trooper described: a hero.
Within two seconds of the bus coming to rest on its side and Zeke making a hard landing on the
windows, he stood up, picked up his phone and dialed 911 as he walked towards the front of the bus to
make sure everyone was okay. When he lost the cell signal, he calmly opened the roof exit and stepped
out to complete the call and relay their location. He then came back inside and helped the first staff
member out of her seat and through the roof exit, and then returned to do the same for the driver. I
realized it couldn’t have been any better or more perfect of a response if he had rehearsed it 100
times. It was almost like he was meant to be there at that moment and help those people.
I have had a week now to reflect on the incident and find myself wondering what I would have done in
that moment? Would I have acted with such intention and purpose? Would anyone? Zeke had a
moment where he had an opportunity to act with compassion, ignore his own well-being, and help
others, and he took it. And for that, I am truly grateful.
What will you do when your moment comes?
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Wellness Wisdom: Coronavirus
If you have seen the news recently, you have heard of COVID-19 (coronavirus 2019). This
disease originated in Wuhan, China and is caused by a new coronavirus that has not been
seen previously in humans. There are new cases popping up daily all over the world, including
approximately 15 cases in the United States.
COVID-19 spreads from person to person when one sneezes or coughs. It is also possibly
thought to be contracted by touching a surface that has the virus on it. After touching the
surface, someone would contract it by touching their mouth, nose and/or eyes, much like the
flu or common cold is spread.

Symptoms of this illness can range from mild to severe. Common symptoms include fever,
cough and shortness of breath. In severe cases, COVID-19 has led to pneumonia and caused death. The symptoms have appeared
anywhere from 2 to 14 days after exposure.
The CDC officials say the spread of the coronavirus in the U.S is not a question of if it will happen, but when. So what should we do? They
are not advising those that do not have symptoms to wear facemasks, but instead to take similar precautions as you would to prevent the
spread of the flu. Stay home if you are sick, cover your sneeze and cough and most importantly, WASH YOUR HANDS!

Participatory Budget Project
Last month, Jr.-Sr. High School Principal Mr. Wojcik announced
funding for a participatory budget project. We secured $10,000 in
grant funds to spend on a single project at the high school, with the
input from students and the community at large. Students from
grades 7-12 have submitted their ideas for projects, and the class
officers will be presenting them to a Steering Committee in March in
order to narrow down the options to the top three.

Those finalists will be presented to the student body and to the
community, where students will have the opportunity to vote on
three separate occasions for their preference. The community will
also have the opportunity to vote once, during the budget vote/
election on May 19. The winner will be announced in late May and will
be fully funded. We hope you will consider coming out and casting
your vote in order to make this a truly participatory project!
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Legally Blonde
Telling the story of our heroine, Elle Woods, as she attends law
school on a whim and discovers more about herself and her
ambitions than she ever dreamed possible, Legally Blonde, the
musical, closely follows the box office smash movie of the same
name starring Reese Witherspoon.
We have all been working very hard and are incredibly excited to
bring this show to North Collins! We hope you will join us as the
show finally takes the stage.
The auditorium at North Collins Jr. Sr. High School will light up on
Thursday, March 5 and Friday, March 6 at 7 pm as well as on
Saturday, March 7 at 4 pm. There is also a special FREE Senior
Citizen only performance on Tuesday, March 3 at 4:30 pm. This
performance will feature refreshments for our seniors in
attendance, courtesy of the North Collins Teacher’s Association.
Sponsored by our Drama Club, tickets are available in advance
from Mrs. Koudounas for just $8 each. Email her to get yours
today before they sell out!

Souper Bowl I
On average one out of every 5 students does not have enough
nutritious food to eat. The Eden/North Collins Food Pantry
provided food to 103 households in the month of January, including
81 with children younger than 17. When there is hunger in our
community, we recognize the need to help, so the Student
Government sponsored Souper Bowl I, a friendly competition
between the classes the weeks before and after the Super
Bowl. Here are the tallies:

SADD Club

Chicken BBQ
The SADD Club is hosting a take-out only BBQ Chicken Dinner!

Where:North Collins Jr. / Sr. High School Cafeteria
When: Thursday, March 5
Time: 3:00 to 5:30 pm
Cost: Pre-sale $10.00

10th Grade - 4 cans
9th Grade - 6 cans
11th Grade - 25 cans
7th Grade - 66 cans
12th Grade - 78 cans
8th Grade - 80 cans

All dinners include half a barbequed chicken, two sides, and a
dessert. Pre-sale tickets available at the North Collins Jr. / Sr.
High School Office, Elementary Office, or from any SADD Club
Member. You may also contact Mrs. Blidy at 337-0101, ext. 1120 or
by email at dblidy@northcollinscsd.org for tickets or with any
questions you may have.
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Congratulations to the 8th grade class! Those who participated will
receive pizza as a "thank you" and their class advisor will receive
the SOUPer Class trophy to be passed along to next year's
winner. Thank you to all students who brought in 259 cans of soup!

Staff Shift
We are pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. Joseph Bromley
to the position of Social Studies Teacher, 7th-12th grade. Mr. Bromley
replaces Mr. Jason Lyons, who left North Collins last month for a
principalship in Eden. Mr. Bromley previously held the position of a
Special Education Teacher here in the district, a position he had for
nearly three years. He attended the University of Buffalo and
D'Youville College for his teaching degrees. Joe lives in Kenmore with
his wife Alexa, and his twin sons Harrison and Holden. We hope you
will all welcome him to his new position with the district.
Congratulations, Mr. Bromley!

ASVAB Testing
ASVAB testing is a multiple choice test used to
determine qualification for enlistment in the United
States Armed Forces. All students in 11th grade will
participate in this testing on Monday, March 16
(during periods 1-4 only).
Results from this test will be reviewed with students
in April. If you have any questions regarding the
nature of this exam, please contact Mr. English,
Guidance Counselor, at 337-0101, ext. 1311.
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Leading by Example
The officers of Student Government traveled to Lake Placid for the
NYS CLSA Conference. The New York State Council on Leadership
and Student Activities holds a conference every year in a different
area of the state and focuses on leadership activities. The
students shared what we do for Homecoming and our Lock-In with
other students from around the state, and we were able to get
ideas from them.
They were able to hear several speakers from a member of the
"Miracle" hockey team to a singer that was on The Voice.
Throughout the day they had workshops that included how to get
involved with the Special Olympics, how to handle inappropriate
posts on social media, and different ice breakers.
Next year's conference will be held in Monticello at the Kartrite
Resort and Indoor Water Park in the Catskills. We hope to have
more Student Government members attend the conference in the
fall.

SENIORS: Many scholarship opportunities are on our website. Check often for updates! In addition,
local scholarship applications will be available in the Guidance Office and on our website on
Friday, March 27, 2020. They will be due in the Guidance Office by Thursday, April 9.

Chili Champion

Student Government President Morgan Smith awards the
Golden Ladle to Mr. Perry, who won first place with his
scrumptious Shrimp and Bacon Corn Chowder.

On Friday, January 17, competitors from all over North Collins brought their best
chili and soup to the cafeteria to compete in Student Government’s first ever Chili
Cook Off! Over 14 different entries tickled the taste buds of all those in attendance,
from hot and spicy to sweet and mild, and included meaty soups to vegetarian chili.
All entries were delicious, but in the end, Mr. Perry was awarded the top prize with
his Shrimp and Bacon Corn Chowder. Second place went to Principal Wojcik, who
entered his Manly Man Chili, while Mrs. Kris Smith won third with her Stuffed
Jalapeno Pepper Soup. The event also featured a bake sale with delicious treats to
enjoy after devouring the chili. Thanks to all those who entered their recipes, made
something for the bake sale, worked the event, and especially to those who came out
to enjoy a cup or two of chili on a cold winter night. Student Government netted
$450 in profit from the event, which goes to support programs and activities for all
students throughout the district. Watch for more exciting events sponsored by the
Student Government in coming months.
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Winter Ball
The Winter Ball was held on February 1st. 7th - 12th graders were invited to get dressed up and dance for 3 hours in the high school gym. The
students enjoyed an evening of dancing and when taking a break, they
enjoyed pizza, popcorn and pop. This dance was sponsored by Student
Government. Our next dance is the Black Light Dance coming in the
spring!
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Published Poets
If you looked through recent editions of the Eden-North Collins Pennysaver, you would have seen sophomores Victoria Gates and Haley
Kehr featured in the Poetry Corner. Victoria and Haley are honors students in Miss Hanson’s ELA 10 Honors class. At the beginning of the
year, Miss Hanson offered her students the chance to submit original poems to the Hamburg Writers’ Group for class credit and the
chance to have their work in print. Victoria and Haley sent in their submissions and started the new year by adding published poet to their
resumes. Congratulations, Victoria and Haley!

Kindness Corner:
A Hero Rises

On Wednesday, February 12, sophomore Zeke Shaw was
riding home from school when the unthinkable happened: a
truck blew through a stop sign and t-boned his school bus,
tipping it on its side. Thankfully, neither Zeke nor the
driver or bus aide were seriously injured. That’s when
Zeke jumped into action, calling 911 to summon assistance
and helping both the driver and the aide off the
overturned bus to wait for emergency personnel to
arrive. Zeke’s selfless act of heroism is an excellent
example to others on how to be a rational, unselfish
leader in a time of crisis. We are very proud of you, Zeke!
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Music Notes
All-County Honors
Congratulations to the following chorus and band
students for being selected to represent North
Collins at the Junior High All County Music Festival
held at Springville in March:

Top Row - Jack Niefergold and Aydin Greene
Bottom row - Riley Greene, Eleanor Fricano,
Morgan Weisedel and Samantha Hill
In addition, congratulations goes out to 5th grader
James Pisa on being selected for the 2020 ECMEA
Elementary All-County band!
Thank you to all of our musicians for representing
North Collins so well!

Movie Night!
Elementary chorus members got together for pizza, popcorn
and brownies while watching the 1997 animated movie,
"Anastasia". Several members of the chorus will be going to
see the musical based on the movie at Shea's in May. The
entire chorus will be singing the song "Once Upon a
December" from the movie and musical at the District
Spring Choral Concert.
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Music Notes,

cont’d

Honoring Buffalo’s Jazz History
Mrs. Finkley's Eighth Grade Music Class traveled to Buffalo to visit the
Colored Musicians Club. While they were there they expanded on what
they learned in class about jazz music. Did you know the person who
wrote "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" was from Buffalo? They also
learned that jazz was not recognized as a style of American music
until the 1980s. Pictured at right: Christen Keem, Nikita Schall,
Landon Morris, Aydin Greene, Daniel Downes, Chase Lesefske and
Carson Teijeira.

Audition All-Stars
Congratulations goes out to the
following students who participated
in ECMEA Elementary All-County
Auditions in January: Ava Arno-100,
James Pisa-100, Sonya Burgio-98,
Jessica Niefergold-94. Way to go,
girls!

Sub Sale is Coming!
Saturday, April 4
Just $5.00 each

CONCERT DATE CHANGE
The Spring Concert of Choirs has been moved to Tuesday, June 9
(alternate date is Wednesday, June 10). Please mark your calendars!
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Look for our students selling door-to-door
in the village, or at Save-a-Lot, Gui’s,
Langford Fire Hall and the high school gym
lobby. Thank you for your support!

Elementary School News
A Word from the Elementary School Principal

The New York State Testing Program will begin at the end of this month, earlier than in
years past. The New York State Education Department describes the tests this way:
Every spring, the Grades 3-8 English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics Tests
are administered to students across New York State. These annual tests are
designed to measure how well students are mastering the learning standards
that guide classroom instruction and help to ensure that students are on track
to graduate from high school with the critical thinking, problem solving, and
reasoning skills needed for success in college and the modern workplace. The
tests also show how schools and districts are progressing with the learning
standards.

John Cataldo

Elementary School Principal

While there has been
much debate and
discussion over NYS
tests, they will continue
to be present for the
foreseeable future. It is
strongly encouraged
that students take these
assessments as they
are a measure of our
students and school.

The first administration of these tests to all students in Grades 3-8 began in 2006, with the
first Common Core testing starting in 2013. Since then there have been many changes to
the tests and their basic format. Since 2018, they have remained largely consistent in their
current form. The tests are given in two subjects, English-Language Arts (ELA) and Math.
The tests are now done by all students on a Chromebook instead of using pencil and paper.
Each test is given over a two-day period, starting first thing in the morning and continuing
until students are finished. The tests are untimed, meaning each child may take as much
time as they need within a school day. Generally students take anywhere from 45-90
minutes on each testing day, depending on the specific test and grade level. For example, it
will take longer to complete open-ended questions than multiple choice. As it will take
longer for 6th Graders to read passages than 3rd Graders, simply because the passages
are longer and more complex.
While there has been much debate and discussion over these tests, they will continue to be
present in our school and State for the foreseeable future. It is strongly encouraged that
students take these assessments as they are a measure of our students and our school.
Should you wish to know more about these tests, there will be an informational Parent Night
on Thursday, March 12, 2020 beginning at 6:00 PM. This will give parents and guardians the
chance to make an informed decision before testing begins on March 24 and 25. Please join
us there. Should you have any questions before that, please contact me in the Elementary
Office.

Field Day

Monday, June 22
If you would like to volunteer to assist with our games, contact Mrs. Terry Blidy at 337-0166,
ext. 2126 or by email at tblidy@northcollinscsd.org.
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North Collins Elementary
2020-2021

Pre-Kindergarten Registration
If you have a child who will be 4 years old on or before December 1, 2020, please visit the
Elementary Office, Monday through Friday, 8 am-3 pm, or visit the school’s website at
www.northcollins.com to download a

Pre-Registration Application.
Please see or call Mrs. Laing in the Elementary Office at 337-0166, ext. 2151 with any
questions. All applications must be received by Friday, March 6, 2019.
Upon completion of the Pre-Registration Application, full registration packets must
be completed and submitted to the Elementary Office by June 26, 2020.

On the Right Path
During February break, teachers and custodians installed the Elementary
School’s brand new Sensory Path in the hallway! These paths are
designed give students the opportunity to spend a few minutes of
their school day walking, jumping, bouncing and pushing themselves
through their distractions. They also function as an excellent “brain
break.” High-intensity activities that are often featured in a sensory
pathway get the blood pumping and “get out the wiggles”, helping children
to sit still and focus for longer periods of time in the classroom. Through
encouragement of peer socialization and problem-solving skills, students
reap additional benefits of stronger focus, improved academics, and
physical coordination. Experts say sensory paths can also help students
develop motor skills, including balance, hand-eye coordination and spatial
awareness. We can’t wait to share this new opportunity with our students;
we are sure they are going to love it!
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Minecraft for Education
Students in grades 4-6 have been using MinecraftEDU during
computer classes. They have been building structures including
treehouses, amusement parks, and even a Minecraft North Collins
town!
like a quiet area for meditation. Students were faced with the
challenge of building a Minecraft home for fictitious Minecraft
families who face obstacles that may be similar to their own.
Our students not only created Minecraft homes based upon the
needs of their Minecraft families, but added something to the
home they thought the families would like. When they were
finished, students created a “tour” of their home and explained
how they met the needs of the families.
Students were very excited to use Minecraft in school and they
were so creative! I was extremely proud of how they worked
together, shared their knowledge with others, and demonstrated
empathy when building for the Minecraft families in need. Who
knows….we may have the next Frank Lloyd Wright in our midst!
Sixth grade students have gone beyond building for their own
pleasure. Have you ever heard of the television show Extreme
Home Makeover? This program renovates or builds homes based
upon a family’s needs. Sometimes there are physical needs like
wheelchair accessibility. Other times there are emotional needs

- Submitted by Deb Gronachan, Elementary Technology Teacher

.

Cheer Up!
During the month of January, our Varsity
Cheer Team had the opportunity to host
two cheer clinics with our Elementary
students. After a bit of hard work and a
whole lot of school spirit, our Junior
Eagles were able to bring our Eagle fans
to a standing ovation during halftime at
two of our Boys Varsity Basketball home
games. Great job to all involved!
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Elementary Physical Education
Hello!
My name is Jordan Young and I am a student at the college of Brockport. Right now, I am in the student
teaching part of my course work as I am looking to finish my Bachelor’s Degree in Physical Education. I
am working with Mr. Kellner, Mrs. Shelley and some of your children to learn how to be a physical
education teacher. I am from Gowanda, NY so it is an awesome experience for me to be in a school that is
similar to the one that I grew up in.

Paul Kellner
Athletic Director

We just finished up our hockey unit and are moving into a fitness unit where we are working on
the "F.I.T.T." Principle. Once we are done with fitness, we will continue on to our recreational game’s unit.
I am having a great time here
meeting faculty, staff and
students. I look forward to
possibly meeting some of you. I
hope you have a healthy spring!
Respectfully submitted,

Jordan Young

Kathryn Shelley
Phys. Ed Teacher, K-6

Elementary Health Class
The health classes are learning about important ways to keep our minds
healthy. The students have been learning how to take mental break and
practice yoga, what things they can do on their own to cool down after a
stressful day or moment, and how to be grateful and show gratitude.
Here are the Health Star Students for the month of January!
Payton Gabel, Naomi Beecroft, Aiden Hobbs, Margaret Gough, Genevieve
Christ, Levi Lawton, Elijah Awald, Bryce Burke, Tyler James, Dominic
Aeschbacher, Elliana Arno and Layla Tanis.
Congratulations to all for being extra kind, courteous, helpful to others, and
following the directions and rules the first time! Stay Healthy and don’t
forget to practice your own mental health strategies!
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Sports Schedules
Boys Varsity Baseball
Fri, Mar 27

CLEVE HILL

Wed, Apr 1

GOWANDA

4:30
4:30

Sat, Apr 4

EDEN/SC (D/H)

10:00/4:45

Mon, Apr 6

CATT-LV

4:30

Mon, Apr 20

at Silver Creek

4:30

Boys Modified Baseball

Girls Varsity Softball

Tue, Apr 28

at Pine Valley

4:30

Sat, May 2

at Gowanda

11:00

Tue, May 5

SC/FORESTVILLE

4:30

4:30

Thu, May 7

at Frewsburg

4:30

Sat, Apr 4

TBA
TBA
4:30

Tue, May 12

at Cassadaga Valley

4:30

Mon, Apr 6

LAKESHORE
FILLMORE (D/H)
CATT-LV

Thu, May 14

PINE VALLEY

4:30

Tue, Apr 7

at Ellicottville

4:30

Tue, May 19

GOWANDA

4:30

Wed, Apr 22

at Franklinville

4:30

Thu, May 21

at SC/Forestville

4:30

Tue, May 26

FREWSBURG

4:30

4:30

Fri, Apr 24

ELLICOTTVILLE

4:30

Fri, Apr 24

ELLICOTTVILLE

4:30

Sat, Apr 25

SPRINGVILLE

4:30

Sat, Apr 25

SPRINGVILLE

11:00

Mon, Apr 27

at Pine Valley

4:30

Mon, Apr 27

at Pine Valley

4:30

Wed, Apr 29

at Frewsburg

4:30

Wed, Apr 29

at Frewsburg

4:30

Fri, May 1

RANDOLPH

4:30

Mon, May 4

FRANKLINVILLE

4:30

Fri, May 8

at Silver Creek

4:30

Sat, May 9

at Silver Creek

4:30

Mon, May 11

PINE VALLEY

4:30

Wed, May 13

FREWSBURG

4:30

Fri, May 15

at Randolph

4:30

11:00

Wed, Apr 1

at Franklinville

RANDOLPH

CASSADAGA VALLEY

ST MARY'S

Wed, Apr 22

Fri, May 1

Sat, Apr 25

Girls Modified Softball
Sat, Apr 25

CASSADAGA VALLEY

11:00

Tue, Apr 28

at Pine Valley

4:30

Thu, Apr 30

FORESTVILLE

4:30

Sat, May 2

at Gowanda

11:00

Tue, May 5

SILVER CREEK

4:30

Thu, May 7

at Falconer

4:30

4:30

Mon, May 4

FRANKLINVILLE

4:30

Fri, May 8

at Ellicottville

4:30

Mon, May 11

PINE VALLEY

4:30

Wed, May 13

FREWSBURG

4:30

Fri, May 15

at Randolph

4:30

Tue, May 12

at Cassadaga Valley

4:30

Mon, May 18

at Springville GI

4:30

Mon, May 18

at Springville

4:30

Thu, May 14

PINE VALLEY

4:30

Wed, May 20

at Catt-LV

4:30

Sat, May 16

at Forestville

11:00

Tue, May 19

GOWANDA

4:30

Thu, May 21

at Silver Creek

4:30

Tue, May 26

FALCONER

4:30

Essay Winner

REMINDER:

Spring sports physicals are required
for all athletes with physicals that will expire on or
before April 1, 2020. Please call Mrs. Senus at 337-0101,
ext. 1234 to determine if your physical is out of date. All
athletes must have their physical in place prior to the
first team practice, no exceptions!

Congratulations to Rebecca
Holmes, one of the winners of the
prestigious Section VI essay
contest! With this win, she will
advance to the next round and be
eligible for statewide recognition!
In order to be eligible for this
award, students must have participated in at least two sports the
last two years, earning a varsity letter in at least one of them, and
meet certain academic qualifications. Students must also complete
an essay on The Code for Living from the book Winning More Than
the Game by Fred Northrup. Becky, a senior, has been an integral
member of the soccer and softball teams for several years, and
participated in basketball this season as well. Outside of school,
she also plays hockey. This honor is the first for our district, and
she will be recognized at a banquet in May. Way to go, Becky!

REQUESTS FOR TRANSPORTATION TO
NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS for 2020-2021
All requests for transportation to non-public schools for
the 2020-21 school year must be made by April 1, 2020.
A new request must be made each year for a student to
be scheduled for such transportation. For more
information, contact Mr. Scott J. Taylor, Superintendent
at 337-0101, ext. 1301. The form is available on our
website (Departments > Transportation).
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Senior Citizen Performance, Legally Blonde, 5:30 pm, HS Auditorium
SADD Club Chicken BBQ, 3-7 pm, HS Cafeteria
Legally Blonde, 7 pm, HS Auditorium
Legally Blonde, 4 pm, HS Auditorium
Work Session, Board of Education, 6:30 pm, HS Library Media Center
Parent Information Night: NYS Tests, 6 pm, ES Cafeteria
PTA Meeting, 6:30 pm, ES Cafeteria
ASVAB Testing (HS sophomores only)
Music Boosters Meeting, 6:45 pm, HS Guidance Conference Room
Bald for Bucks, 3 pm, ES Gymnasium
NO SCHOOL—Superintendent’s Conference Day
Board of Education Meeting, 6;30 pm, HS Library Media Center
Honor Society Induction Ceremony, 6:30 pm, HS Auditorium
ES Spirit Day: Hat Day!
Sub Sale sponsored by Music Boosters
Work Session, Board of Education, 6:30 pm, HS Library Media Center
NO SCHOOL: Spring Recess
NYS Math Exams (gr. 3-8 only)
PTA Meeting, 6:30 pm, ES Cafeteria
NYS Math Exams (gr. 3-8 only)
Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 pm, ELEMENTARY Library Media Center
Music Boosters Meeting, 6:45 pm, HS Guidance Conference Room
Project KNOW: Parents Only Orientation, 6-7 pm, ES Cafeteria
ES Spirit Day: America Day (wear red, white & blue)
Half Day of School, ES Only, followed by Parent-Teacher Conferences
Project KNOW Parent-Child Night, 6-7 pm, ES Cafeteria
Kindergarten Orientation, 6-7 pm
Picture Day: Pre-K Graduates only
PTA Meeting, 6:30 pm, ES Cafeteria
BOE Meeting & Budget Hearing 6;30 pm, HS Library Media Center
Spring Concert of Bands, 6:00 pm, ES Cafeteria
Budget Vote & Election, voting from 12 noon-9 pm
Kindergarten Screening
NO SCHOOL: Memorial Day Recess
Class Night, 7 pm, HS Auditorium

