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Making the Transition to Middle School
We are excited to offer to our incoming 7th
graders the opportunity to attend our annual
Middle School Transition Camp, a one week, half
-day program that prepares students for the
challenges of seventh grade and provides them
with the foundation needed to prosper both
academically and socially at the middle school.

The camp will run for one week,
starting on Monday, July 25 and ending
Friday, July 29. Students will attend
camp from approximately 8:30-11:30
am Monday through Thursday at the
Junior/Senior High School.

Participation in this unique experience is
strongly encouraged for your child. In the past
we have had almost 100% attendance. The
program offers students a fun way to get
acclimated to our building, their teachers, to
receive their schedule, lay out their day's
routine by practicing walking their schedule,
setting up their locker, and learn about school
activities, among many other things. Students
will participate in fun team-building activities
with their teachers and friends that will set
them up for success as they enter Middle
School and life at the Junior-Senior High
School. Students who attend a transition
program typically experience a very successful
opening of school and require less time
adjusting.

Transportation will be provided to
camp and home on these days. On
Friday, we end the week with a field
trip so attendance will be from
approximately 8:30 am-2:30 pm. There
is no bus available Friday so students
must either walk or be picked up that
day.
Sign your child up today! If you have
any questions, please contact
Amy Ward, MS Guidance Counselor
at 716 337-0101, ext. 1314.

Attention District Residents: if you are interested in finding out the residence of
registered sex offenders living in our community, please refer to the online links on our
website to review all updated listings. Requests to receive written notifications by mail
can be made by contacting Mr. Scott Taylor, Superintendent of Schools, at 337-0101,
ext. 1301 or by email at staylor@northcollinscsd.org, or in writing to: North Collins
Central School District, PO Box 740, North Collins, NY 14111.
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Jr. Sr. High School
2045 School Street
North Collins, NY 14111
337-0101, ext. 1303, 1304

Elementary School
10469 Bantle Road
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337-0166, ext. 2151
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District News
From the Desk of the Superintendent
I would like to thank our community for your continued support of the North Collins Central School
District. Congratulations to Jennifer Pisa and Jessica Horton for their election and willingness to
serve the North Collins community as Board of Education members. I would also like to thank
outgoing Board of Education members, Shannon Locking and Lisa Petrus, for 11 and 10 years of
service to the North Collins community. Shannon’s and Lisa’s dedication of time, talent and
leadership to ensure a quality public education for all children is commendable!
CONGRATULATIONS to the Class of 2022! We wish them the best as they embark on the next
stage of their lives!

Scott Taylor

Superintendent of Schools

As we begin to close one
school year, we have
already begun the
planning for the next.
Part of that process will
include the recently
voter-approved Capital
Project. More
information will be
posted on our district
website.

As we begin to close one school year, we have already begun the planning for the 2022-23 school
year. Part of the planning process will include the recently voter-approved Capital Project. More
information will be forthcoming and posted to our website.
We are driven by our mission statement and district goals as we continuously examine areas in
which to improve. Have a safe and enjoyable summer and I hope to see you along the way.

MISSION STATEMENT

The North Collins Central School District is a safe and supportive learning environment that strives
to maximize educational opportunities for all students, faculty, staff, and community members. We
nurture responsibility, creativity, energy, and open-mindedness to empower successful
contributors to a global society.
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District Calendar: 2022-2023
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Retirement Round Up
The following staff retired in the 2021-2022 school year; the full list
of retirements in 2021-2022 school year are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All look forward to the pleasures of a life less hectic! They,
along with several other staff members who have retired over
the past couple of years, were honored at a retirement
reception on Monday, June 13. We congratulate them all on
their retirement, thank them for their years of faithful service
to our district, and wish them well on their future endeavors!

John Cataldo, Elementary Principal, retired 11/30/21
Crystal Cocca, Sr. Account Clerk/District Treasurer, retired
1/18/21 and provided consulting services in 2021-22
Brenda Greiner, Cleaner, retired 4/6/22
Paul Lampke, Laborer, retired 4/30/22
Debbie LoBianco, Sr. Clerk Typist, Special Ed. retired 3/10/22
Katie McCabe, Family & Consumer Sci. Teacher, retired 6/30/22
Dawn Sciolino, Bus Driver, retired 11/1/21
Anna Suranyi, Elementary Teacher, retired 12/21/21

From left to right: Kathy Hubbard (retired in 2019), Julie Kehr (2021), Debbie LoBianco
(2022), Crystal Cocca (2021), and John Cataldo (2021).

BOE Recognizes Long-Term Members
In addition to our staff retirees, the Board of Education recognized two long-time
members at their June meeting. Mrs. Shannon Locking served the board, including
as President, for 11 years, and Mrs. Lisa Petrus for 10 years. Thank you to both for
your years of service to the North Collins community, and for your dedication of
time, talent and leadership to ensure a quality public education for all North Collins
children. Congratulations!
Pictured at right: Lisa Petrus, Scott Taylor, Shannon Locking
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High School News
A Word from the High School Principal

Summer has arrived!
Thank you for another fun and productive school year. It has been a remarkable year filled with many
events that have brought us closer together. I want to thank our parents and community for their
support throughout the year. We could not continue to offer the variety of educational opportunities
to our students without your continuing effort and support. I would also like to thank our entire Junior
-Senior High School staff. Their tireless efforts, endless energy, skills, and devotion to our students is
remarkable. They have been, and continue to be, the caring and innovative professionals that keep us
moving forward. Thanks to an incredible group of partners on a job well done!

Brandon Wojcik

Jr. Sr. High School Principal

As we work to build on
the foundations we
have established, we
will continue to assess
our mission, making
adjustments as
necessary. We will
continue to improve
our practice, challenge
ourselves, and the
children you have
entrusted to us.

Over the summer we will be working collaboratively as a staff to continue our work in preparation for
new academic year. We will be revising curriculum to keep up with the changing standards, setting
goals and priorities, completing our SCEP and DCIP plans for the state and working to build upon the
successes of the 2021-2022 school year. As we work to build on the foundations that we have
established, we will continue to reflect and assess our mission, making adjustments as necessary.
We will continue to improve our practice, challenge ourselves and the children you entrust to us.
With the end of the school year also comes some transitions. On June 21, 2022 we celebrated the
growth and accomplishments of our outgoing senior class. We were fortunate to hear some very
inspiring words of wisdom from our Valedictorian, Sabrina Wroblewski. A common theme both of our
parting speeches was trying to convey the value of being an active participant, engaging yourself in
whatever you do, and service to your family and your community. As I said that night, you have
earned the right to be the author of your own life, make sure you cherish, honor, and protect that
privilege; it is more precious than you know. Congratulations, good luck and don’t be afraid to drop us
a line to let us know how you’re doing!

To the rest of our student body, we will miss you this summer, please be safe. Thank you for all of
your hard work throughout the school year. I am so honored to be your Principal. You keep me
engaged, make my life hectic, but most of all, you keep me laughing and feeling valued. I am grateful
for your joy, insights, and amazing talents. You continue to grow enormously year after year and
your potential seems limitless. Each of you is so unique and offers different talents and skills to our
school community.
Until next school year, have a safe and cheerful summer!
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Congratulations to the Class of 2022!

Emily Berta
Nicole Burkett
Ryan Corbin
Natalie Duggan
Joseph Eagen
Alex Ellsworth
Shannon Frazier
Victoria Gates ◆
Emily Gerdau 
Nova Haley
Ethan Halliman
Katelyn Hofner
Melissa Hornberger
William Houck
Maxwell Igielinski
Tyler Insalaco
Jessica Jones
Jesse Juusela 

Audrey Kapuszcak
Haley Kehr
Lucia Laguna Casan 
Matthew Lesefske
Ryan Lynch
Kyle Marsh
Sierra Militello
Ella Nicotera
Julia Nicotera
Heather Niefergold
Christiaan Pannella
Anna Parnitzke
Gabrielle Penkaty
Kara Perry
Rosario Ramon
McKenna Rice
Michaela Rice
Mikenna Riethmiller
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Abigail Rizzo
Pimchanok Saetiaw 
Garrett Schermerhorn Smith
Patrizia Schneider 
Matthew Schultz
Ezekiel Shaw
Jessica Shoffstall
Christopher Smith
Kathleen Smith
Gabrielle Spinuzza
Ryan Stefan
Ariel Szabo
David Wagner
Maxwell Warsaw
Paige Wilkins
Nicholas Wittmeyer
Sabrina Wroblewski ◼
Lina Young
◼ denotes Valedictorian
◆ denotes Salutatorian
 Foreign Exchange Student

Class Night
Our seniors were honored at our annual Class Night celebration on Friday, June 3.
This event recognizes the graduating members of the senior class and presents
numerous local awards and scholarships. Here is a list of this year’s winners.
Congratulations to all!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

American Legion Post 1640 Scholarships – Victoria Gates, Haley Kehr , Sabrina Wroblewski
American Legion Post 1640 Grants – Katelyn Hofner, Gabrielle Penkaty
Anthony Andolina Agriculture Award – Emily Berta, Haley Kehr
Arcana/Order of the Eastern Star Scholarship – Nicole Burkett
Marilyn Bauerlein Memorial Scholarship – Shannon Frazier
Angelo & Carmella Castiglia Scholarships – Katelyn Hofner, Gabrielle Penkaty
Jerry & Barbara Castiglia Scholarships – Sabrina Wroblewski, Lina Young
Betty & Salvatore Dicembre Scholarship in Memory of Julia Dicembre Ekey – Shannon Frazier
Evelyn Falk Educational Scholarship – Shannon Frazier
Dr. Russell J. Joy Community Appreciation Scholarship – Haley Kehr
Theodore Kaczanowski III Memorial Scholarship – Anna Parnitzke
Langford/New Oregon Ladies Auxiliary Scholarships – Haley Kehr, Sabrina Wroblewski
Dorothy J. McDonough Memorial Scholarship – Michaela Rice
North Collins Alumni Scholarship – Sabrina Wroblewski, Shannon Frazier
North Collins Music Booster Scholarships – Haley Kehr, Victoria Gates, Sabrina Wroblewski
North Collins Teachers’ Association Scholarship – Sabrina Wroblewski, Emily Berta
SADD/Lisa R. DeLisle Memorial Scholarship – William Houck
Jesse James Schosek Memorial Scholarship – Victoria Gates
North Collins Entrepreneurship Club – Kathleen Smith, Katelyn Hofner, Michaela Rice, McKenna Rice, Shannon Frazier
Southern Tier Snowdrifter’s Snowmobile Club Scholarship – McKenna Rice
Southern Erie County Counselor’s Association Scholarship – William Houck
North Collins Tractor Day Scholarship – Haley Kehr

The following scholarships were awarded at graduation on Tuesday, June 21, 2022:
•

North Collins Student Government Scholarships – Haley Kehr, Sabrina Wroblewski, Victoria Gates

•

David I. Briggs Memorial Scholarship – Gabrielle Penkaty

7

Tractor Day
Tractor Day returned this year with over half a dozen tractors on Wednesday, May 25. After enjoying a hearty breakfast, courtesy of
Mr. Wojcik and Joe at the 3 Star Restaurant, the tractors made their way to the high school in our celebration of agricultural pride. After
school, students visited the Elementary School so the littlest Eagles could enjoy the show, too! Thanks to all of our participants, who
raised money to continue the Tractor Day Fund, which awards a scholarship to one lucky senior annually at Class Night.
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Le Jardin d’Amour
Jr.-Sr. High School Prom
On Friday, June 10, juniors and seniors donned their best outfits and headed to La
Galleria Restaurant for the prom. The theme was Le Jardin d’Amour (Garden of
Love), and was reflected throughout the night in the setting and decor. A great
night was had by all!
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Eagle Energy Day
Our annual community service initiative allows students and staff the
opportunity to give back to the community. On Friday, May 13, students
did yardwork, cleaned up debris, painted Kindness rocks, washed fire
trucks, refurbished the American flag mural at the American Legion
Hall, and planted flowers throughout the town. Hardworking students
were rewarded with a cookout and games on the turf after a morning
of service, thanks to our staff who manned the grills and doled out the
goodies! Thanks to all who participated in this event.
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Not to be outdone, Miss Abad’s Elementary School class also participated in Eagle Energy Day by brightening up the Elementary School
garden. They planted some flowers together, and will continue working together during the rest of the year to water and maintain the
garden. Thank you to our littlest Eagles for their hard work, and thanks to Mrs. Mathis for her assistance in completing this project!
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Awarding Creativity
The 2022 yearbook has been created and distributed to the students of NCHS. Mrs. Annarino Miller's graphic design class worked extremely
hard to create a quality product for the NCHS community and it is safe to say they exceeded expectations. Many students loved this year's
edition and the class received a Gold Status Award from Josten's in the areas of quality, creativity and sales! This year, Shannon Frazier
(yearbook editor) took inspiration from the news of receiving an award from our yearbook software company and created paper plate
awards for each member of the yearbook staff!

Top Three Honored

Student Government Elections were held in May 2022.
Congratulations to the following elected officials who will
assume their leadership positions when school resumes
in September:
The top three members of the Class of 2022 were honored on
Thursday, May 19 at the annual Scholastic Achievement
Recognition Dinner (SARD) at Salvatore’s Restaurant.
Valedictorian Sabrina Wroblewski, Salutatorian Victoria Gates,
and Hayley Kehr were each recognized for their scholastic
achievement, and enjoyed dinner with Superintendent
Mr. Scott Taylor, and President of the Board of Education,
Mrs. Shannon Locking. Congratulations to all three!

President — Aydin Greene
Vice President — John Schlenker
Secretary — Rachel Baumler

Co-Treasurers — Brooke Gabel & Jaylee Jimerson
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Visualizing Vocabulary
Senior Victoria Gates was named one of only 7 international finalists in the New York Times April Word Challenge! Students from all over the
world were tasked with creating a one-page note that illustrates and deeply explores the meaning of one of the Times’ Words of the Day from
the 2021-22 school year. Victoria chose “incognito”, creating a rich visual tapestry that illustrates the word, providing a deeper
understanding of its meaning and proper usage. See her winning submission below!
In addition, senior Haley Kehr was selected as a runner up; choosing the word “exhilarating”; Haley defined it with unique pictures and facts
that bring the word to life. See her submission below as well.
Congratulations to both girls for their successful illustrations!

Victoria Gates’ illustration of the
word incognito is at right; below,
Haley Kehr’s illustration of
exhilarating.
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Health Clinic News
REQUIRED PHYSICALS
New York State Education Law requires that all entering students and all students in Grades Pre-K, K, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 and 11 receive a physical
examination prior to the start of school. A triennial examination is also required for pupils receiving Special Education Services. Please
make plans to see your family’s healthcare provider for this examination. If this is not done, your child will receive a physical at school by
Southtowns Family Practice. The date for these exams has not been established as of yet; please continue to consult the school website or
contact the health clinic of the school your child attends for more information. Only those students who submit a written form from their
family’s healthcare provider will be exempt. Any questions should be directed to the nurse at the school your child attends. NYS has now
mandated the school health examination form; the new form is available on the school website.

SPORTS PHYSICIALS
All athletes signing up for sports require a current NYS Physical Examination
reviewed and on file in the HS Health Clinic to start practices. Physical
examinations dated on or after August 1, 2021 will be accepted. If your child
has not had a physical on or after August 1, please schedule an appointment
with your child’s doctor now to ensure your athlete does not miss practices
and/or delay game participation.

IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 6th GRADE ENTRANCE
The NYS Public Health Law requires that all students who enroll in 6th grade must
provide documentation of receiving an immunization containing tetanus toxoids,
diphtheria, and accelular pertussis (Tdap). Please contact Mrs. Habermehl at 716
337-0166, ext. 2101 with questions.

IMMUNIZATION REQUIRED FOR 7th & 12th GRADE ENTRANCE
All students entering the 7th and 12th grades must have the meningococcal vaccine.
Without it, they cannot start school. Check with your doctor. Even kids who have had a
shot before may need a booster to start school. To learn more, visit health.ny.gov/
immunize. Please contact Mrs. Senus at 337-0101, ext. 1234 with any questions.
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Music Notes
Senior High Music Banquet
Music Boosters sponsored our annual Senior High Music Banquet in early June. Students enjoyed dinner, awards, and a very special video
recap of the year. The banquet was a wonderful way to recognize our graduating seniors, honor our music students, and to thank them for
their dedication and practice throughout the year. Special thanks to 3 Star for providing the delicious food, Haak's Bakery for the awesome cakes,
Karen Murray for the beautiful music cookies, Mrs. Finkley and Mr. Ornowski for being amazing teachers, to all the kids who love music, and to the
unfailing support from the Music Boosters for sponsoring the banquet!
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Elementary School News
A Word from the Elementary School Principal
It has been so much fun celebrating the hard work of all of our students and staff during
the last few weeks of school. We are finishing up the first year of our Literacy Initiative
and we have seen great growth already. Seventy percent of our students are reading at
benchmark at the end of 2022 (compared to 62% at the end of 2021). The number of
students who need Tier 2 and Tier 3 reading services has also declined greatly.
Our end-of-the-year celebrations have included a beautiful Field Day on Friday, June
17, Pre-K (AM and PM) Graduation on June 15, and 6th Grade Graduation on June 16. We
look forward to having our Pre-K students with us all day next year in Kindergarten. Our
6th graders will move on to the Jr.-Sr. High School. We will miss them, but I know our
teachers have prepared them well.

Kerry Buell

I hope you all have a wonderful summer! Enjoy the sunshine, relax and continue to read
everyday!

Elementary School Principal

We are finishing up the first
year of our Literacy
Initiative and we have seen
great growth already, with
70% of students reaching
our benchmark, up from
62% last year.
On Thursday, June 16th 2022, the 6th
grade class of 2028 had their graduation
ceremony at the Junior/Senior High
School. The 33 graduates received
various awards for their
accomplishments at the Elementary
School. This was Mrs. Buell’s first official
graduation ceremony as Elementary
Principal. She shared words of wisdom
from the book Be You by Peter H.
Reynolds to inspire them as they move on
to 7th Grade.
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Exploding Interest in Science
In their final Science lesson of the year, Mrs. Dintino’s 5th grade students created a chemical reaction to answer the question, “why do
things explode?”, a lesson in the unit Chemical Magic from Mystery Science. Using a combination of vinegar and baking soda inside a
baggie, students made observations as they watched the mixture fizz while the bag expanded. A couple of experiments burst or
exploded. Students duplicated the experiment to try to get the second bag to explode by adjusting the variables. Ultimately, students
learned the particles released from the chemical reaction created a gas, causing the bag to expand and explode. This simulation built an
understanding of how explosions happen in the real world.

Book Club Gives Back
The students in Mrs. Reiman's 4th Grade Book Club set out to do something
that gives back to the community. This year, compliments of Jeff Mathis, we
created a mini Lending Library located on Gowanda State Rd., right in front of
North Collins Town Hall. Happy Reading!
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Students of the Month — May/June 2022
The following students were awarded Student of the Month certificates for exemplifying the character trait CITIZENSHIP during the months
of May and June. Each student will be presented their certificate and treat at the PTA meeting held on June 14, 2022. Congratulations to all
our recipients, and thank you for making North Collins Elementary School a great place to be!

NOMINATED BY
Mrs. Eder/Mrs. Burgio (AM)
Mrs. Eder/Mrs. Burgio (PM)
Mrs. Abad
Miss Quinlivan
Mrs. Wolf
Mr. Burgstahler
Mrs. Lawton
Mrs. Riethmiller
Miss Abad
Miss Boyd

AWARD RECIPIENT

NOMINATED BY
Mrs. Pomeroy
Mrs. Springer
Ms. Summers
Miss Bursee
Mrs. Reiman
Mrs. Ball
Mrs. Dintino
Mr. Alvarez
Miss Bley

Ezra Habermehl
Michael Bailey
Natalie Olszewski
Jakub Guenther
Miles Englehardt
Hunter Lawton
Beckham Spicola
Logan Christ
Elliana Arno
Brinx Kedron

AWARD RECIPIENT
Kristina Mayback
Ciarra Stevens
Nicolette Moesch-Kinsley
Carter Szkatulski
Victor Colon
Gabriella Scharlock
Darren Szkatulski
Anthony Burghezi
Peyton Wentland

Summer Reading

Littlest Eagles Move Up!

Anytime, Anywhere with Sora !
Everyone enjoys reading from a physical
book, but sometimes we just can’t get to
the library! NCSD has partnered with Sora
to offer a free, state-of-the-art reading
experience that allows K-12 students to
borrow from over 2,500 e-books, 120
audiobooks, and 60 magazines from a
digital collection. Available on smartphones, tablets, Chromebooks,
and desktops, students can read anytime, anywhere this summer!

Pre-K Graduation (AM above, PM below) - Wednesday, June 15

With the goal of making reading easier and more enjoyable, Sora
offers interactive and customizable features such as bookmarks,
definitions, exportable notes and highlights, synced progress and
corresponding badges and achievements.
Please visit our Sora site at https://tinyurl.com/sora-app or use
your device's camera to scan the QR Code for more information.
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Spring 2022 Athletic Accolades
Congratulations to Coach Warren and our Girls Varsity Softball team for earning the NYSPHSAA Scholar Athlete Team Award for the Spring
2022 season! For a team to be recognized, the team's average GPA for 75% of the roster must be greater or equal to 90. In addition to the
team award, a number of student athletes were also awarded the individual Scholar Athlete Award. Congratulations to Cate Ayers,
Kendra Dechow, Hailey Jasinski, Jaylee Jimerson, Milani Maciejewski, Paige Murray, Holly Niefergold, Kelly Niefergold, McKenna Rice, and
Sophia Vanstrom on earning averages of 90% or better!
In addition, Hailey Jasinski and Sophia Vanstrom were named CCAA All Stars (First Team); McKenna Rice and Jaylee Jimerson were named
to the Second Team, while Holly Niefergold received an Honorable Mention. Additionally, Jaylee was honored with the Individual
Sportsmanship Award. Finally, Junior Hailey Jasinski was also named to the All WNY All Star Team (Small Schools) for 2022.
Congratulations to all!

Fall Sports Sign Ups
North Collins will be offering high school students the
opportunity to play a sport in the fall. We will be offering boys
and girls soccer and girls volleyball at all three levels, as well
as boys football and boys volleyball through our merged sports
partnership with Eden. On July 23, you should receive a very
important email regarding the new procedures to sign up. If
you are planning on playing a merged sport with Eden, it is
mandatory that you sign up with us first for medical reasons,
and then Eden second. The instructions to sign up for our
merged sports with Eden will also be provided in this email.

August 8, 2022. The Assumption of Risk and Drug & Alcohol
Policy form must be turned in to your coach on the first day of
practice. These deadlines are crucial in order to give us time
to review your paperwork, ensure you are medically cleared to
play, and to compile complete rosters for each sport.
Please do not be late for the August 8th deadline. You could
run the risk of not being cleared to play in time for your first
day of practice, thus causing you to miss some game time.
Your coaches will be in touch with you after we compile the
rosters and give you details as to the start of your season.
Enjoy your summer, stay healthy, and remember to look for an
email on July 23.

Important documents that are required to play will be attached
to this email. Please print them out, fill them out completely,
sign, and return them to the High School Main Office. The
Interim Health History form is due back NO LATER than
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Event Calendar
July

12
25-29

BOE Organizational Meeting, 6:30 pm, HS Library Media Center
7th Grade Transition Camp, High School campus

August *
September *

6

First Day of School for K-12

28

WNY College Consortium, 10:45 am, Library Media Center

30

Homecoming Parade & Event, 6:00 pm, High School Campus

* BOE Meetings for August and September will be determined at the July 12 organizational meeting.
Please keep an eye on our website for more information.

PLEASE NOTE: All dates are subject to
change. Please check our website or our
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest
information including times & location. You
may also contact the school your child
attends with any questions you may have.
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